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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNlY COMMISSIONERS, LANE COUNlY OREGON 

) In the Matter of the Board of Commissioners of Lane 
ORDER No. ) County, Oregon, Supporting the Manufactured Home 

) Community Preservation Act of20II 

Whereas the current informal dispute mediation program is ineffective in resolving contentious disputes in our 
communities because it has no remedy but the good will of the parties; and 

Whereas some landlords use coercive methods to control a vulnerable population, including violating the statutes 
with impunity, allowing their managers to harass and bully tenants and threaten to evict them to gain compliance; and 

Whereas State statute ORS 90.600 allows owners of manufactured home communities to raise rents without any 
restrictions on a 90-day notice as often as they want, without any mediation or adjudication if rents skyrocket; and 

Whereas a survey hy Oregon Manufactured Homeowners United indicates over the past six years an increasing 
number of landlords have raised space rents from two to five times the Consumer Price Index (CPl, Indexed to Portland
Salem); and 

Whereas for every $100 increase in rents, the market value of homes in these communities decreases by $10,000; 
and 

Whereas unlike apartment living where tenants have the option to move when rents spike, the monopolistic 
conditions inherent to manufactured home communities hold tenants captive by their "immobile" homes; and 

Whereas two-thirds of the 100,000 homeowners living in the 1,124 communities in Oregon have incomes near or 
below federal poverty guidelines; and 

, 
Whereas given the current dire economic times some seniors on limited incomes or those homeowners who have 

lost their jobs are forced to evict themselves and their families; and . 

Whereas the these communities in Oregon represent the State's greatest stock ofunsubsidized affordable housing; 
and 

Whereas cities and counties, already hard pressed by declining revenues, must now deal with the dislocation of 
these tenants from their homes and communities, causing seniors the loss of their independence and in some cases 
homelessness; and 

Whereas the statutes that govern these communities enable landlords to have almost compete control over the 
buying and selling ofhomes and thereby profit from such; and 

Whereas when the statutes mandate the State to provide refundable tax credits to homeowners when a landlord 
closes a community and pay the bill for seniors sent to nursing homes, and when city and counties see declining tax 
revenues due to lower assessed home values in these communities, causing an increasing burden to taxpayers; 

Therefore, be it resolved that the Commissioners ofLane County pass this resolution to support the 
Manufactured Home Community Preservation Act of2011, 

Dated this __ day ofNovember 20 I 0. 

William Fleenor, Chair 
Lane County Board of Commissioners 


